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Elijah Taken to Heaven
2 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down 
to Bethel. 3 And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha 
and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take away your master 
from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to 
Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at 
Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord 
will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; 
keep quiet.”
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the 
Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also 
went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go 
over on dry ground.
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double 
portion of your spirit on me.” 10 And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, 
if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do 
not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.
Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
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Mark 9:2-9

The Transfiguration
2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could 
bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are 
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a 
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer 
saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one 
what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

In	  the	  Name	  of	  the	  Father	  and	  of	  the	  Son	  and	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  Amen.

On	  the	  Internet	  there’s	  a	  video	  of	  twins	  talking	  to	  each	  other.	  Now,	  that’s	  
not	  so	  unique,	  except	  that	  these	  twins	  are	  17	  months	  old.	  Seventeen	  
months	  old	  and	  they’re	  talking	  to	  each	  other.	  Well,	  more	  like	  babbling	  to	  
each	  other,	  but	  it	  appears	  they’re	  holding	  a	  conversaGon.	  Complete	  with	  
hand	  gestures,	  laughter,	  poinGng	  to	  a	  raised	  foot,	  and	  turn-‐taking.	  Are	  
they	  merely	  speaking	  gibberish	  or	  is	  it	  a	  secret	  language	  that	  only	  they	  
know?	  Doctors	  say	  that	  these	  twins	  are	  merely	  mimicking	  adult	  speech.	  
They	  are	  imitaGng	  the	  tone	  and	  rhythm	  of	  speech.	  They	  are	  imitaGng	  the	  
sentences	  of	  adults	  in	  a	  crude	  or	  rudimentary	  way.	  Though,	  doctors	  do	  
admit,	  in	  rare	  cases	  twins	  will	  eventually	  develop	  their	  own	  secret	  
language.	  But	  going	  back	  to	  these	  17	  month	  old	  twins,	  as	  they	  converse	  
with	  each	  other	  in	  gibberish	  what	  may	  they	  be	  trying	  to	  say?	  You	  can’t	  
help	  but	  wonder,	  “What	  are	  they	  talking	  about?”

Just	  out	  of	  curiosity	  we	  may	  wonder	  the	  same	  thing	  about	  Elijah	  and	  
Elisha.	  All	  of	  those	  hours	  on	  the	  road	  from	  Gilgal	  to	  Bethel	  to	  Jericho	  to	  
the	  Jordan	  River	  what	  are	  they	  talking	  about?	  Elijah	  knows	  it’s	  his	  last	  day	  
on	  earth.	  Elisha	  knows	  it	  is	  Elijah’s	  last	  day	  on	  earth.	  They	  speak	  about	  it	  
briefly	  in	  connecGon	  with	  Elisha’s	  request.	  They	  are	  talking.	  It	  says	  in	  
verse	  11,	  “they	  sGll	  went	  on	  and	  talked.”	  So,	  what	  are	  they	  talking	  about?	  

I	  wonder	  how	  many	  who	  are	  outside	  the	  church	  are	  asking	  the	  same	  
about	  us:	  “What	  are	  those	  Lutherans	  talking	  about?”	  We	  know	  that	  we	  
talk	  Law	  AND	  Gospel:	  what	  God	  commands	  us	  to	  do	  and	  how	  we	  disobey	  
AND	  what	  God	  does	  for	  us	  through	  Christ.	  We	  know	  we	  talk	  about	  
nobody	  being	  perfect	  but	  that	  we	  have	  been	  made	  right	  with	  God,	  
reconciled	  to	  God,	  in	  relaGonship	  with	  Him,	  because	  God’s	  Son	  exchanged	  
places	  with	  us	  so	  that	  we	  live	  with	  Him	  in	  righteousness	  now	  and	  
eternally.	  We	  know	  what	  we’re	  talking	  about.	  But	  what	  about	  those	  
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outside	  the	  church?	  How	  many	  of	  them	  actually	  know	  and	  grasp	  what	  we	  
teach,	  without	  any	  misconcepGons	  or	  distorGons	  of	  the	  truth?	  

The	  work	  of	  Elijah	  had	  been	  to	  correct	  false	  teaching,	  to	  give	  witness	  to	  
the	  truth,	  mostly	  through	  performing	  miracles.	  One	  thing	  we	  know	  Elijah	  
and	  Elisha	  talked	  about	  (on	  that	  last	  day	  together)	  was	  about	  Elisha’s	  
witness	  to	  the	  truth.	  Would	  Elisha	  conGnue	  Elijah’s	  witnessing	  work?	  
Would	  Elisha	  witness	  God	  taking	  Elijah	  up	  into	  heaven?	  Would	  Elisha	  
receive	  a	  double	  porGon	  of	  Elijah’s	  spirit,	  God’s	  Holy	  Spirit?	  Would	  Elisha	  
stay	  with	  Elijah?	  Those	  were	  things	  that	  would	  enable	  Elisha	  to	  witness	  to	  
God’s	  power	  and	  steadfast	  love.	  To	  be	  a	  dependable	  witness.	  And	  that	  is	  
what	  we	  must	  be:	  dependable	  witnesses	  to	  God’s	  power	  and	  love	  in	  
Christ,	  gently	  correcGng	  people’s	  misconcepGons	  about	  what	  we	  teach.	  
Two	  weeks	  ago	  I	  was	  in	  a	  car	  accident.	  My	  car	  was	  hit	  from	  behind.	  When	  
I	  pulled	  over	  to	  the	  shoulder,	  another	  driver	  followed	  me	  and	  parked	  his	  
car	  right	  behind	  mine.	  He	  provided	  my	  car	  some	  protecGon.	  He	  stayed	  
with	  me.	  As	  a	  result	  he	  became	  a	  dependable	  witness.	  Not	  only	  did	  he	  
witness	  the	  enGre	  accident.	  By	  staying	  with	  me	  he	  was	  able	  to	  give	  a	  
statement	  to	  the	  invesGgaGng	  officer	  about	  what	  he	  had	  seen.	  

But	  what	  if	  he	  had	  told	  himself	  that	  there	  were	  plenty	  of	  others	  who	  saw	  
the	  accident,	  that	  he	  didn’t	  need	  to	  stay	  and	  be	  a	  witness?	  What	  if	  he	  had	  
just	  kept	  on	  driving?	  I	  tell	  myself	  I	  would	  have	  been	  okay.	  But	  I	  don’t	  
know.	  I	  don’t	  know	  if	  anyone	  else	  witnessed	  the	  enGre	  accident,	  including	  
an	  out	  of	  control	  pickup	  that	  caused	  the	  whole	  thing.	  I	  don’t	  know	  if	  I	  
would	  have	  thought	  to	  leave	  my	  headlights	  on	  or	  to	  turn	  on	  my	  
emergency	  flashers	  so	  that	  others	  wouldn’t	  hit	  me	  in	  the	  dark.	  I	  don’t	  
know	  that	  I	  would	  have	  been	  okay	  unless	  a	  fellow	  named	  Gary	  stopped	  
and	  stayed	  with	  me	  and	  gave	  the	  Gme	  to	  be	  a	  dependable	  witness.	  And	  
then	  I	  think	  of	  how	  I	  have	  not	  always	  taken	  the	  Gme	  to	  be	  a	  dependable	  
witness	  for	  Christ.	  “Surely	  someone	  else	  will	  do	  it,”	  we	  tell	  ourselves.	  Or,	  
“Surely	  the	  truth	  is	  plain	  for	  everyone	  to	  see.	  No	  witness	  is	  needed,”	  we	  
tell	  ourselves.	  But	  what	  are	  we	  talking	  about	  when	  we	  tell	  ourselves	  that?	  

Now	  jump	  ahead	  850	  years	  from	  Elijah	  and	  Elisha	  and	  the	  fiery	  chariot	  to	  
Elijah	  and	  Moses	  with	  Jesus	  at	  the	  TransfiguraGon.	  It	  says	  they	  were	  
talking	  with	  Jesus,	  but	  what	  are	  they	  talking	  about?	  Are	  they	  talking	  
about	  Elijah’s	  incredibly	  powerful	  witness,	  as	  opposed	  to	  our	  own?	  Mark	  
doesn’t	  tell	  us.	  But	  Luke’s	  Gospel	  does.	  It	  says	  they	  talked	  about	  Jesus’	  
departure	  that	  was	  about	  to	  be	  fulfilled	  in	  Jerusalem.	  Where	  Jesus’	  
disciples	  would	  not	  stay	  with	  Him.	  Sure,	  they’re	  with	  Him	  for	  a	  while.	  But	  
in	  the	  Garden	  of	  Gethsemane	  He	  prays	  and	  they	  fall	  asleep.	  He	  is	  arrested	  
and	  they	  run	  away.	  He	  goes	  to	  the	  cross	  alone	  to	  bear	  our	  fears	  and	  
failures	  as	  well	  as	  the	  fears	  and	  failures	  of	  Elisha	  and	  Elijah	  and	  all	  those	  
people	  out	  there	  who	  don’t	  really	  know	  what	  we’re	  talking	  about.	  
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Then,	  as	  if	  that’s	  not	  incredible	  enough,	  something	  more	  happens	  in	  
Jerusalem.	  Jesus	  reappears	  in	  glory.	  The	  tomb	  is	  empty,	  and	  Jesus	  is	  alive,	  
never	  to	  leave	  us,	  always	  to	  stay.	  Just	  as	  Elijah	  stood	  next	  to	  Jesus	  and	  
talked	  with	  Him,	  so	  Jesus,	  risen	  from	  the	  dead,	  is	  always	  standing	  next	  to	  
us,	  ready	  to	  listen	  when	  we	  talk	  with	  Him.

And	  always	  ready	  to	  talk	  with	  us,	  through	  preaching	  and	  teaching	  and	  
personal	  Bible	  reading	  and	  the	  Lord’s	  Supper.	  He	  stays	  with	  us.	  Through	  
preaching	  and	  teaching	  and	  personal	  devoGons	  and	  the	  Lord’s	  Supper	  
Jesus	  stays	  with	  us.	  Through	  these	  means	  He	  enables	  us	  to	  see	  with	  the	  
eye	  of	  faith	  God	  at	  work	  in	  our	  lives,	  through	  people	  like	  Gary.	  And	  to	  take 	  
the	  Gme	  to	  share	  with	  someone	  our	  statement	  on	  how	  we	  have	  
witnessed	  personally	  the	  power	  and	  love	  of	  God	  in	  Christ.	  That’s	  what	  
we’re	  talking	  about!	  	  	  	  Amen
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